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Cultivate community at the Garden Patch

The Garden Patch at the Saskatoon Food Bank & Learning Centre had an excellent year full of
sunshine, ample water, food, and community. Our volunteers and adopt-a-plot teams were very
productive and our many workshops helped build community capacity. We are proud to be supported by
so many people.

This has been a year of change at the garden. New infrastructure has helped us reduce our water
usage, provide more classroom space, and improve our signage. The newly created education coordinator
position has allowed us to do more community outreach activities, offer more tours, and plan an
exceptional workshop series. We said farewell to Brit MacDonald, who has been managing the Garden
Patch since 2013, and welcomed Adrian Werner, the new Urban Agriculture Program Manager, in
September. Our garden coordinator and garden assistants also worked tirelessly to keep the garden
thriving.

Reflecting on the year, it is exciting to see where we excelled and where we will continue to grow.
The Garden Patch is a special place for countless people who receive our nutritious produce; volunteer;
and learn about gardening, food production, and food security. It is also special for those people who
admire our sunflowers as they walk or drive by. Every seedling we grow is donated, cared for, and
harvested by our dedicated staff and volunteers. Then it is delivered to the Saskatoon Food Bank &
Learning Centre for our emergency food hampers. Thinking about the number of people involved in
growing our food, we can only imagine that if our vegetables could speak, they would have quite the
story to tell.

In 2016:

We grew 10,518 pounds of healthy, local, nutritious food
and produced 14 yards of rich compost

with the help of 2,300 visitors
who gave 4,500 hours of their time

to the community.

We had 35 adopt-a-plot teams grow 48 rows of vegetables,
we expanded our education programming,

and hosted 21 school groups.

We partnered with over 20 organizations to offer
15 free workshops to community members,

to build community capacity,
and to address food security in Saskatoon.
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Highlights of our Garden

1) The outdoor classroom is used for workshops,
teaching, and community events.
2) The green roof demonstration garden
reduces runoff from our shed roof, increases
biodiversity, and keeps the shed cool.
3) The pollinator garden includes native drought
resistant plants that support insect biodiversity
and increase our crop yield.
4) The compost demonstration garden
showcases multiple methods of composting to
inspire gardeners to compost.
5) The high tunnel increases our tomato yield and
extends our short growing season.
6) Our adopt-a-plot rows are cared for by
corporate and other organizational teams. It is a
great way to get involved and give back to the
community while unwinding after work.
7) The Saskatoon Seed Library uses our space to
grow rare heirloom vegetable varieties.
8) The gathering space is a location where larger
groups can gather. A performing stage allows us to
host talks and benches are a great place to relax
and catch your breath after harvesting vegetables.
9) The children's garden is a play space for
children to explore with all their senses.
10) The new outdoor community classroom
provides additional teaching space close to the
children's garden. It is a perfect place for story
time.

Partnerships and Programs

The Gardening 101 Certificate Program provides
hands on experiential learning to develop
fundamental horticultural skills and a chance to
connect with food and community. It is a
partnership with the University of Saskatchewan.
The Healthy Yards YXE demonstration gardens
feature aspects of healthy and sustainable
gardening. They were created in partnership with
the University of Saskatchewan, the City of
Saskatoon, and the Saskatchewan Waste
Reduction Council.
Adopt-a-plot teams are a great way for companies
to get involved.
Volunteer opportunities are available at the
Garden Patch for individuals and groups.
Self-guided tours are a way to explore the many
gardens we have at the Garden Patch.
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The Garden Patch is made possible by the generous support of our sponsors:

If you are interested in sponsorship opportunities
or would like to volunteer, please contact:

Adrian Werner
Urban Agriculture Program Manager
Saskatoon Food Bank & Learning Centre
202 Ave C South, Saskatoon SK S7M 1N2
adrian.w@sasktoonfoodbank.org
306-664-6565 ext 266

Let's keep in touch! Follow us on social media to
stay up-to-date on Garden Patch news:

www.saskatoonfoodbank.org
@yxeFoodBank
@Saskatoonfoodbank
Saskatoon Food Bank & Learning Centre
@yxegardenpatch

Photos courtesy of Imagery Photography and staff at

the Saskatoon Food Bank & Learning Centre




