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It is a pleasure to say that I spent a bit of July with 
family and friends whilst on holidays. (That is why 

this will be short and sweet – written at my mom’s 
kitchen table.) Just before holidays I had a few days 
with food bank colleagues from across the country in 
Toronto as we worked through a process to help Food 
Banks Canada develop some themes for working on a 

new brand message. 

What an intense two days, so much rich discussion. I 
never thought there were so many ways to say the 
same thing! There is more work ahead but I think they 
are on the right path. 

LAURIE O’CONNOR
Executive Director

While in northern Ontario we celebrated our 30th 
wedding anniversary and my mom’s 83rd birthday. 
She loves margaritas so we all enjoyed a taco party in 
her honour. 

On a sad note we also marked the loss of a won-
derful woman, she was my first best friend. She was 
the daughter of longtime family friends and the ad-
min person at my elementary school. She was such a 
lovely person, and taken too soon. Her family will miss 
her, as will ours. Rest well Cheryl.

The rest of the month was full of all things an-
nual general meeting and new facility! No big 
news on that front but slow forward motion to-
ward a goal of having more space to offer com-
munity programming. There were some lovely 
events this month, the Great Western Pancake 
breakfast was a ton of fun and there were oth-
ers, but I missed them.



As I jot this submission down, top of mind 
is that a week of holidays is imminent! We 

will be travelling to Oxbow to visit our daughter 
Kristen and her fiancée Dustin for a few days so 
I am excited for a road trip, and the chance to 
enjoy time with my family.

As we enjoy the gorgeous summer weather 
and kick back a bit, I hope that all staff has a 
chance to enjoy time spent doing what you like 
most, and recharging your bodies, minds, and 
spirits.

Thank you to all staff for your continuous abil-
ity to adapt to the unexpected, to meet one an-
other with the best intentions at heart, and to 
choose to grow together no matter what chal-
lenges come your way.

It is such a pleasure and an honour to work be-
side you all in this beautiful and resilient com-
munity.   

And now,  in choosing between getting my 
holiday started and offering a more (ahem) ful-
some submission, I am choosing...HOLIDAYS!

 
As Caleb would say, see you later.
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DEB HAMP
Director of Operations & Engagement
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JOLENE ZIDKOVICH
Director of Community Development

While I might take a break from pancakes and 
sausages for the foreseeable future, I sure did 

enjoy spending July 8-12 at the Great Western Brewery 
as the SFBLC was the ‘charity of choice’ for GW’s annual 

Charity Pancake Breakfast. We were #blessed 
with great weath-
er and an amazing 
troupe of volun-
teers who rotated 
throughout the five 
days (with some 
joining daily, such 
as Margaretha and 
Barb & Dave!). We 
are pleased to have 
raised $33,857.79 

including a generous 
$10,000 match from 
Nutrien and by run-
ning a 50/50 Raffle. 
Saskatoon sure likes 
its pancakes, and we 
are grateful! 

On July 17 the Gar-
den Patch hosted 
a delegation from 
the Saskatoon Com-
munity Foundation 
which included some 
of their Board mem-
bers, staff, and do-
nors who have specifically designated their funds to 
support local food security efforts. The Garden Patch 
was a grant recipient of the SCF’s Quality of Life grant 
this year and we were only the 2nd organization to 
be approached to host such a visit, so we were ex-
tremely honoured and thrilled to welcome the group. 
I would like to give a big shout-out to Adrian, Chris, 
Hannah, Marie, Michelle, and Andrew over at the 
Garden Patch, who not only hosted this lovely evening 

visit but also host countless groups and visitors daily 
among all the planning, planting, fixing, weeding, and 
now – the best part – harvesting.

July was a blur, which is a little frightening… that 
means our long-awaited summer is already half over?! 
Let’s look at the bright side and remember we still 
have a couple more months of warmth and summer 
fun ahead. I hope everyone finds some down-time to 
enjoy their favourite summer activity whether that’s 
gardening, paddle-boarding, going to the lake, hitting 
some festivals, or hanging out in air-conditioned com-
fort. Enjoy and stay safe!

TD Friends of the Environment Fund and Saskatoon Community Foundation visit the Garden Patch.

Happy volunteers at the 29th Annual Great Western Brewing 
Company Pancake Breakfast for Charity.
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The Warehouse has had some 
improvements - pull stations 

and alarms have been installed, 
tested and approved for our 

safety. We made a 
large food or-
der to help us out this sum-
mer, and we look forward to what 
is being produced at the Garden 
Patch to keep us going through the 
summer. Because I have been away 
on vacation and do not have much 
news, I’ll share some pics from our 
Kelowna trip.

GARNET BAIRD
Warehouse Manager

FISHIN’ FOR
 KOKANEE 

RELAXING  WITH 
THE CREW
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KELSEY DRAYTON
Volunteer Coordinator

While July has overall been a bit slower in the 
realm of volunteers, for some, it kicked off with 

quite a bang! The Great Western Pancake Breakfast, 
July 8-12, brought out not only some great volunteer 
groups, but also got some of our regular volunteers 
out of the warehouse for a change of environment. 
Thanks to all who helped out, and special thanks to 
the consistent help of Margaretha, Barb, and Dave for 
coming out bright and early each day to make sure we 
had pancake batter, cashier, and 50/50 duties covered 
(and mastered!).

Back in the warehouse, things have been a bit 
slower with some folks on holidays, and without the 
school groups we typically have in, though we’ve still 

welcomed a number of other groups throughout the 
month. These include Canpotex, Partners in Employ-
ment, Saskatchewan Intercultural Association, INCA 
Sisters Saskatoon, Child and Youth Friendly Saskatoon, 
and an International Women of Saskatoon summer 
youth group. We’ve also provided 3 tours to youth Cu-
linary Camp groups from the Local Kitchen (shout out 
to Jessica for taking on 2 of the tours!), as well as for 
a language class from Saskatoon Open Door Society. 
There is so much community connection happening 
between organizations, so great to be a part of it!  

August will hopefully allow for some program de-
velopment time, and some planning for an upcoming 
volunteer appreciation event.

Social Committee

Social Committee had been busy planning the 
Staff BBQ,  which took place the afternoon of Fri-

day, July 26th.
We have also been focusing some energy on restruc-

turing the committee and adding defined roles and 
duties for the committee members.

Volunteers from Affinity Credit Union serve Breakfast at the Great Western Pancake Breakfast
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As the days begin to get longer and the tempera-
tures start to climb, you know what this season 

brings: relaxing nights on the patio, taking weekend 
trips with the family, and enjoying all the backyard 
barbecues your neighbourhood has to offer. Unfortu-
nately this is not the reality for all of us. Client Services 
continues to see higher counts than we would wish 
for and the staff is taking it in stride extending deep 
respect for our community members who may be 
feeling a little extra strain, reminding ourselves that 

summer can also mean the lack of school lunch pro-
grams. Luckily Food Banks of Canada has once again 
generously provided us with the After the Bell lunch 
bags! Yay!  Special thanks to the Warehouse staff who 
despite the decline in volunteers, bag the produce 
each day, making sure these wonderful parcels shine!

Client Services was visited by the Adrian and Marie 
from the garden patch and our clients were treated 
to beautiful fresh fruit and veggies from our Garden 
Patch. Thanks guys!

APRIL MARCHE
Client Services Representative

“Summertime is always the best of what might be.” ~ Charles Bowden



ROY ROBINS
Custodian
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Wow! It seems like yesterday, I can’t believe 
that summer is almost over and the kids are 

getting ready for school.  Overall, it has been a really 
busy summer for me, I have had the opportunity to 
spend time with the staff at Save-On and also the Real 
Canadian Superstore for their customer appreciation 
day fundraiser for the SFBLC. 

I am honoured to witness how this organization em-
braces and values its staff and clients, it is beyond be-
lief.  Even though we get pulled left right and center 
with work, we still need to remind ourselves to always 
be compassionate and connected with our commu-
nity, embrace our values of innovation and respect, 

and go the extra mile to add value to someone’s life.
You may all be aware that the Saskatoon Food Bank 

& Learning Centre works with the John Howard So-
ciety of Saskatchewan for community services (Fine 
Options) program. Looking back at the statistics from 
a few years I can’t help but notice the significant in-
crease in the service hours and the tremendous 
amount of help it has been for us. I know for sure that 
some of them came back to volunteer and continue 
to be part of our community. Working with all of them 
has been incredible and unforgettable.

Once again thank you for being part of this amazing 
organization.

BELLA  JOSUE
Office Administrator

Editor’s Notes:

I had asked for a newsletter submission from all 
staff. Now I have reasons to believe that Roy may 

have misunderstood my email. Newsletter Submission from Roy??



CHANTELLE TUTKA
Clothing Depot Manager
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July is over and we at the Depot 
are right in the midst of a busy 

summer. Donations continue to 
come in and leave the sales floor as 
soon as we can get them out.  The 
Clothing Depot is definitely thriv-
ing!

Unfortunately, we are once again 
short of those necessary hygiene 
items such as laundry soap, bar 
soap, body wash, children’s sham-
poo, hair product, and antiperspi-
rant.

Thanks so very much 
to Walmart for the boxes 
and boxes and boxes of 
underwear and pajama 
pieces – not to mention 
some summer essentials. 
We have been able to 
hang and offer the new 

pieces right on the sales floor. 
We have also been extremely 

thankful for a large donation of size 
4 and 5 diapers.  We have received 
enough to not have to repack them 
and instead offer them to our com-
munity in full, unopened packag-
ing.

The terrific team from the Gar-
den Patch continues to bring in 
garden plants to the depot this 
month – much to the delight of 
our community members – and 

they have all found 
their new homes.  
There was not one 
plant left behind.  
Thanks again, Gar-
den Patch!

The team mem-
bers at the Clothing 

Depot have been rotating through 
some much deserved summer 
time away from the everyday work 
week.  While we are so very happy 
that time is able to be taken to get 
away, to go on an adventure, spend 
some time with family, or just put-
ting our feet up for a short time, 
we are all looking forward to the 
team being reunited once again.  
It’s just not the same around here 
when one of us is away.
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My Awesome SFBLC Friends,
July was a fun month, and 

how could it be anything short of 
fun? Just look at those faces — 
don’t they just scream #fun? 
The month started out with some 
pancakes and beer. I know some of 
you are thinking  - beer during work 
hours, that sounds 
interesting? Don’t 
worry we got you 
covered! Margaretha 
our chef extraordi-
naire served a spe-
cial recipe that had 
everyone quite pleased. ;)

Our staff participated in a conflict 
resolution workshop in July facili-
tated by Cara Taylor. I personally 
found the workshop to be quite 
insightful, I was even able to apply 

some of the material in my own 
quest to lead a harmonious life. ;)

Staff BBQ was awesome!  We or-
dered in some 
mouthwaterin’ 
V i e t n a m e s e 
food. Justine 
won a mystery 

p o t 
for a door prize. 
We played a 
few icebreakers, 
which I absolute-
ly enjoyed. At the 
BBQ I finally got 

to meet some of the Cre-
ating Opps. participants I 
had not had the chance to 
meet earlier. 

Mark your calendars for our An-
nual Community BBQ coming up in 

a few days, on the 14th, 3 - 7pm. 
There will food for everyone, (YES! 
Even for you vegetarians and veg-
ans) entertainment for the entire 
family, and even fresh salad straight 
from the garden. Do not miss out, 
these fine Garden Patch folks will 
be excited to see you there.

 

CALEB JAMES
Communications & Events Coordinator

That’s all.
See you later.



It is About
Community
BUILDING


