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With a change in the season comes a time to hit the reset button.  It is a time to begin to think about 
the next few months ahead in our work and reaffirm our values. Let’s put Respect, Collaboration, 
Innovation and Compassion at the forefront of the work we do as we move into the season of abun-
dance. Abundance of work to do, abundance of support to receive and abundance of kindness to be 
shared. 

I look forward to all the wonderful work that lies ahead of both big and small ideas welcome!  

This is the first summer in a long time (maybe ever!?) 
when I feel as though I really have had “enough” sum-
mer - instead of dreading its conclusion! Possibly this 
is because our family was able to spend a lot of time 
at my childhood (and soon to be forever) home in Pike 
Lake. What a great way to restore our family’s spirits 
after a difficult time of loss in our lives, and recon-
nect to the importance of spending time with loved 
ones. Lots of sun, sand, and water was combined with 
checking out my old (ahem, very, very old) stomping 
grounds with childhood friends that live nearby. What 
happens at the lake stays at the lake! 

I am really looking forward to September’s crisp morn-
ings and cool evenings. With this change of seasons, 
so many fresh possibilities come our way. As we head 
into our increasingly early busy season, I am energized 
by the opportunities that are ahead of us. Opportuni-
ties to connect and create, to learn, and to grow. From 
what so many of you have been sharing, this summer 
has had more than its usual share of challenges, but 
I am grateful to work in an environment that values 

team work, with coworkers who are  growing more 
and more comfortable with the value found in making 
mistakes together.  I am grateful we can spend our 
days with so many people who challenge one another 
to be the best versions of ourselves that we can be. 
I can’t imagine working alongside a better team of 
people as we welcome our community every day. No 
matter what each day brings, I am confident that our 
community will see and feel our strong organizational 
values leading the way. 
  
So hang on to your hats people - before you know it 
we will be gearing up to meet our fundraising goals, 
and taking on new challenges. As we go about the 
business of making a difference in our community, 
let’s remember to help one another to have lots of fun 
along the way. With a strong and cohesive team, we 
can do anything! 

Thank you to each and every one of you for everything 
you do each day to make it all happen. 

“Collaboration is like carbonation for fresh ideas. Working 
together bubbles up ideas you would not have come up 
with solo, which gets you further faster.” Caroline Ghosn



JOLENE ZIDKOVICH 
Director of Community Development

KELSEY DRAYTON
Volunteer Coordinator

This month in the volunteer program, I’ve had the pleasure of thanking our volunteers for their contributions 
to the SFBLC. Along with summer generally comes a Volunteer BBQ—this year, we decided to join forces with 
the existing Community BBQ as a way to have the community at large join in celebrating our volunteers. As part 
of the celebrations, we honored three volunteers with Outstanding Volunteer Awards, in recognition of their 
contributions to the community. 

It’s hard to believe an entire month has flown by since 
writing the last newsletter entry. It’s hard to believe 
almost the entire summer has flown by! Here’s hoping 
our beautiful summer weather extends into the fall, 
allowing a full harvest at the Garden Patch and for our 
province’s farmers and gardeners as well. This is also 
the time of year to congratulate Amber and Adrian for 
both reaching their 2-year anniversary with the SFBLC!

August brought with it another productive ‘Weidner 
Day’ at the Garden Patch, a wildly successful Commu-
nity BBQ & Volunteer Appreciation Event also at the 
GP, and a celebratory farewell to our wonderful group 
of Workplace Skills Development participants from 
the Creating Opportunities Strategy who are moving 
on to do great things! It was also fun to play team 
games, eat some ‘Fear Factor’ foods, and play a little 
light volleyball in the warehouse during our Summer 
Staff BBQ. Thank you again to the Social Committee 
for the stellar job of organising the afternoon and 
pulling everyone together!

The next sessions of FoodFit and Creating Opportu-
nities will start September 4 so we will be welcoming 
new faces to our facility – always a good time to dis-
play the respect, innovation, compassion, and collab-
oration for which our organisation is well-known and 
well-respected. 

Hope everyone had a safe and relaxing long Labour 
Day weekend before we roll up our sleeves and head 
into Hunger Action Month in September and later the 
Tree of Plenty Campaign taking us through December. 
Never a dull moment – or season – at the SFBLC!

Don Greer 
Don has been a core volunteer at the Garden Patch over the past 
few years.  He has made a significant impact to the Garden program 
through sharing his expertise on composting, and contributes many 
hours to maintaining the compost at the Garden Patch. Don likes to 
keep busy, and is always 
helping with something 
when he’s around. 

Linda Beckett - Linda has been vol-
unteering at the Clothing Depot for 
many years. She commits multiple 
hours a week to helping out, and 
can be counted on to help dona-
tions get repackaged and ready to 
go out to the 
community. 
She is one of 
the core vol-
unteers at the 
Clothing De-
pot, and has 
been a valued 
asset to the 
team over the 
years. 

Dennis Ewanus 
Dennis has been volunteering at the 
Community Volunteer Income Tax pro-
gram for about 10 years. Denis will go 
beyond the call of duty to help teach 
clients about taxes and make sure to 
get everything covered. He will come 
early, stay late, and always be ready to 
lend a helping hand. 

Congratulations to these amazing volunteers for your significant con-
tributions. The BBQ was also a time to send a huge shout out to all of 
our volunteers, who contribute in so many different ways. To show our 
appreciation, a fresh batch of volunteer t-shirts are making their way 
into the hands of our volunteers, along with appreciation certificates. 
The t-shirts have been well received and I am delighted to see volun-
teers wearing them as they come in the help out.   
 
The SFBLC is lucky to have a such great community of volunteers, es-
pecially as we jump in to what looks to be a busy month ahead. With a 
number of special events on the horizon and numerous school groups 
already scheduling their crews in, there will be a lot of volunteer spirit 
buzzing through our spaces. 



GARNET BAIRD
Warehouse Manager

SHELDON DIMOND
Client Services Manager

No submission received. No submission received.

SHAUNA MORRISON
Communications & Event Coordinator

FIONNCARA MACEOIN
Job Developer 

BELLA JOSUE
Office Administrator

August was a busy month in the Creating Opportunities Department! 

We said goodbye to our WEP participants. Out of the fourteen that started with us in January nine completed 
the program. Of those nine participants, six found employment and one is returning to full-time studies. We 
were all happy to see them graduate and walk out of here feeling confident and ready to take on the next phase 
of their journey. 

Thanks to all the staff and volunteers who took the time to form relationships with the graduates. It was plain to 
see that the supportive atmosphere we created for them here at SFBLC was a major reason for their success. 
Our next programs (WEP and Literacy) start up on September 4th! We have interviewed and selected fourteen 
participants for the WEP and are eager to meet them. Literacy applications are ongoing and we are busy clear-
ing out and deep cleaning the classrooms in preparation for their arrival. 

Onwards and upwards! 

It’s hard to believe that Hunger Action Month is already here! 

All month long we will be celebrating individuals and organizations that accept the Hunger Action Month 
Challenge – this will look different for everyone. It may be volunteering, hosting a food drive or clothing drive, 
helping us raise money, or coming for a tour. If anyone you know may be interested in coming for a tour, please 
encourage them to contact me.

I am super excited about these small milk carton donation boxes that we ordered. If an organization is interest-
ed in helping collect money for the Canpotex Matching Campaign, we will gift them a donation box and infor-
mation about the campaign. 

We’re excited to have five organizations already onboard to take action this month. Huge shout-out to Deb for 
getting Lowes onboard for POS donations. 

We hope you can make it to the Hunger Action Month Kickoff (and Canpotex Mathing Campaign) Announce-
ment! September 5th at 10:00am in the warehouse. Did you know that it’s also International Day of Charity 
tomorrow? Well, that’s what my agenda said at least.

We’re full swing planning for the Hunger Action Month, if you’re interested in joining us, please RSVP at 
www.picatic.com/2018HAMReception. 

#HAMyxe #HungerActionMonth

CHANTELLE TUTKA
Clothing Depot Manager

No submission received.

Well summer is upon us and it’s has been a wonderful summer for me. I had the chance to  go back  
and visit the beautiful scenery of Whistler and Vancouver with my son, James. And now back to reality, 
parent are busy getting their kids ready for school, and just a reminder for all of us that starting Tuesday 
speed zones are in place. Take care and have a wonderful summer!



 
   

 

UPCOMING THEME DAYS:  
September 14  - Rider Day

NEXT MEETING: September 7 at 2:15pm

SOCIAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Adrian Werner, Bella Josue, Brendan Kolebaba, 
Katie Gable, Fionncara MacEoin, Justine Nabess, 
Roy Robins, Kelsey Drayton, and Shauna Morrison.

ADRIAN WERNER
Urban Agriculture Program Manager

As the days get cooler we start readying the Garden 
Patch for winter. It is hard to imagine that only four 
months ago we were eagerly awaiting the snow to 
melt and the warm days of summer. But we are on our 
way to golden leaves and crisp fall days. Our team has 
achieved so much! August’s community BBQ brought 
409 people out to celebrate with us.  On Weidner day 
we build a greenhouse, a produce sorting and drying 
rack, painted tables, built and arbor and harvested 
food.  The only event left is the City Park Pumpkin fes-
tival, which will happen late in September.

This year has been a good growing year so far thanks 
to our irrigation system and our hardworking team of 
staff and volunteers. So far we have had 3,110 volun-
teer hours and 6,401 lbs of food harvested. Hopefully 
there will be a late frost this year so we can have many 
more crops still. Last year in September we harvested 
11,275 lbs of food. Our beans are still producing well 
and our Tomatoes are finally ripening. There are lots 
of beets, carrots, and squash to harvest still. By the 
end of the month we hope to have most of our crops 
harvested and begin the process of laying next year’s 
straw and spreading our finished compost into the 
garden.

Our Gardening 101 Certificate program ended on 
August 30th and we are so excited that we had three 
people graduate this year with the U of S certificate, 

and a few more people who have enthusiastically 
participated, even if they couldn’t come to some of 
the classroom sessions. Our workshop series goes into 
September and there are a few more exciting classes 
to attend:

Wednesday, September 5th – 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm  
Winterize Your Garden with Vanessa Young 
Garden Patch

Saturday September 8th – 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm  
Indoor Gardening  
SFBLC 

Saturday September 8th – 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm  
Regrow from Scraps 
Garden Patch 

Wednesday September 12th – 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
Canning Salsa
SFBLC 
 
Saturday September 15th – 5:00 pm -7:00 pm 
Saskatoon Seed Library Harvest Party & Potluck
Garden Patch

We are really excited to tell you more about how our 
season went in our October newsletter!

At our last Cultural Committee meeting 
it was decided that the focus of the com-
mittee at this time should be on the TRC’s 
calls to action. As such, it was decided at 
our meeting on August 3rd to change the 
name of the committee to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Committee. 

We also decided to invite elders Evelyn 
and Florence to our next meeting and 
work with us on creating some guiding 
principles for the committee. 

Our next meeting is on September 11th 
9:00 am  - 11:00 am. 

“September was a thirty-days long 
goodbye to summer, to the season 
that left everybody both happy and 
weary of the warm, humid weath-
er and the exhausting but thrilling 
adventures.” 
– Lea Malot

OH&S CULTURAL

SOCIAL

No submission received.

LETS CELEBRATE
 

   Sept 4 HBD Laura!
   Sept 6 HBD Laurie!
   Sept 16 HBD Wilton!
   Sept 18 HBD Bella!
   Sept 19 HBD Shauna!
   
   Congrats on 3 years at the SFBLC,  
   Brendan!

   Congrats on 2 years at the SFBLC,  
   Adrian!

   Congrats on 5 years at the SFBLC,  
   Claudia!

   *Correction - Last month Laura celebrated 3 years, not 23. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
September
Hunger Action Month
 
September 5
PRESS CONFERENCE: HUNGER ACTION
MONTH KICKOFF (10:00AM)
 
September 14
THEME DAY (Rider Day)
 
September 20
HUNGER ACTION MONTH RECEPTION
 
September 27
MILK FOR CHILDREN DAY


