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As March leaves, the time is flying by, definitely fast enough now! We have had 
a hint of spring and the happiness and calm it brings to folks in the community 
is palpable! Still waiting for the renewal that comes with the beautiful spring 
sunshine and warmth – its dust season! I’m certain the buds will appear soon 
and after that the green of spring. 
 
The month brought so many interesting things with it! The most fun was Artists 
Against Hunger Art Auction, a beautiful evening of friends and food and art. 
A big thanks to staff who helped out, to board who came to celebrate with us 
and to the committee and the artists who volunteered their time and artwork 
for us. I met so many wonderful people at the event who had wonderful 
feedback about the evening. My friends came and purchased my favourite 
Hugo Alvarado – and as Jo reminded me, I can now visit the artwork often.
 
On to so many things in the coming months, but firstly I want to thank Shauna for all her hard work over her two 
years with us. We will miss having you around, but we are excited for your new opportunity. 

April brings a few campaigns, the Loblaws Food Drive, and the Catelli Pasta Drive both happening for a couple 
of weeks in April. Remember to check out our social media and share widely with your friends. I look forward 
to continuing the planning for our City Wide Food Drive and the Canadian Tire Golf Classic, two of the exciting 
events we are looking forward to in the coming months.



DEB HAMP 
Director of Operations & Engagement

Where does the time go? Although we had a long tough winter with the frigid temperatures, and a seemingly 
endless season, one thing that constantly amazes me is how each day goes by in a flash! After nearly nine years 
here at the SFBLC, I still cannot seem to get over the fact that time races by at lightning speed! 

This month we say goodbye to our colleague Shauna Morrison. In Shauna’s two years at the SFBLC, we have 
enjoyed many laughs together, celebrated two beautiful warehouse events to wrap up Hunger Awareness Week 
(now renamed Hunger Awareness Month) and pulled off two very successful Artist Against Hunger Dinners at 
TCU, along with many other projects, initiatives, and events. 

We have weathered ups and downs, celebrated successes, and we have grown in many areas. Shauna is our first 
Events and Communications Coordinator to lead and design our annual report in-house, which is no small feat 
(!) and create an external newsletter for supporters. She has increased followers on our social media platforms, 
and contributed to our brand refresh with a crisp, modern aesthetic that gets us noticed.  

Every departing staff member leaves their own mark on our organization, and Shauna, 
your contributions will certainly live on! We have all learned a lot together along the 
way, and as you embrace new adventures in an exciting career opportunity as the 
Marketing Director at Lawson Heights Mall, we want to take a moment to reflect on 
your time here, and thank you for your contributions. We wish you every success in your 
future!   

PS  - CC me on that!

JOLENE ZIDKOVICH 
Director of Community Development

Only one month ago we were 
just kicking off the Community 
Volunteer Income Tax Program Tax 
Clinic, and already we have some 
incredible numbers to report – over 
2200 returns filed, and $9+ million 
due to reach community members’ 
pockets in the coming months. Big 
shout-out to Emma, Shelley, and 
the hard-working volunteer team 
who provide this essential service 
every day. Folks are encouraged 

to show some support to our 
colleagues by popping in to say hi 
and see the operations anytime 
Monday-Friday, 10:30am-5:30pm. 

We are pleased to welcome Jessica 
Herrera as our new Nutrition 
Programs Facilitator, and are 
excited to see what she cooks up 
(you knew that was coming) with 
our FoodFit and Kitchen Mentors 
Programs in the coming months. 
Welcome, Jessica! This means it is 
also time to bid farewell to Chelsea, 
our FoodFit Facilitator. Thank you, 
Chelsea, for all the magic you made 
in the kitchen with the community; 
we wish you all the best in what lies 
ahead! 

Throughout March I loved getting 
out to see Adrian and Christine 
representin’ at Seedy Saturday, 
rockin’ our socks on March 21, and 
seeing all the different colleagues 
involved in making the Artists 
Against Hunger Art Auction another 
successful event in what is truly 
a team effort. In her ‘Welcome 
from the City’ opening words at 
the auction, our Ward 2 Councillor 
Hilary Gough remarked how every 
time she turns around she learns 
of another program or service 
the SFBLC is providing to the 
community.  Our work is wide in 
scope, our work is acknowledged, 
and our work is critical to 
community members’ lives. Keep 
doing the important work!



KELSEY DRAYTON
Volunteer Coordinator

LAURA HOPKINS
Community Development Coordinator

BELLA JOSUE
Office Administrator

Finally, winter is behind us – we made it! It has been a very long and cold winter but spring is here and soon 
enough will be thinking about getting our gardens ready for planting vegetables and flowers. With spring’s 
arrival it is a good time to remind ourselves of our values and to remain passionate, give compassion and remain 
connected to our community and to one another.

Every day is stimulating at reception – especially since the tax clinic has started. The phone has been extremely 
busy but each day is also very rewarding and inspiring. The hard work that we all do for our community is 
beyond belief. The continuous random acts of kindness that I witness every day within our organization are 
incredible and I am very grateful and really inspired by the unconditional selflessness that is demonstrated – a 
moment of kindness can truly impact someone’s life. One thing is for certain, the moment we extend the extra 
mile to help, it makes an impact and a huge difference in our daily lives. 

The volunteer program is going along well. New volunteers remain steady, as well as our core group of regulars. 
We have quite a few small core groups at the moment as well, from organizations such as SAI, Cosmo, Light 
of the Prairies, and Holy Cross High School, as well as a number of weekly or biweekly school groups. We are 
currently hosting one volunteer work placement through Sask Abilities. We have also seen visits from many 
other groups throughout the month, including corporate groups from Canpotex, Walmart, and Nutrien. Great to 
see such engagement!
 
Thanks to everyone for helping to support our volunteers, especially our groups even when volunteer tasks are 
sometimes a bit more difficult to find!  

Finally, I’ll be gearing up for National Volunteer Week, which takes place April 8th-12th. This is a great time to 
celebrate our volunteers and show how much we appreciate their ongoing support. 

We welcomed our new Nutrition Programs Facilitator, Jessica Herrera, in mid-March. She will be taking over 
FoodFit from Chelsea, who will be leaving us soon. She will also be overseeing a newly funded initiative called 
the Kitchen Mentors Program (KMP), which provides nutrition and kitchen skills-related programming to 
youth. We have never provided nutrition programming to youth, so this is a new and exciting endeavor, and an 
opportunity to develop relationships with different community members and groups. The KMP is in the very 
beginning planning stages, so new developments in planning the initiative will arise in the coming weeks. We 
don’t have an official end date for Chelsea, but I will keep everyone apprised so we can bid her a sad farewell, 
and wish her well with exciting developments in her future. 

During March, FOODSAFE Level 1 was provided twice, the first open to the general community here at the 
SFBLC on March 15th, and the second on March 20th and 21st to a youth organization as part of the Kitchen 
Mentors Program. The plan is to offer FOODSAFE Level 1 to a total of three youth groups/organizations during 
the KMP grant period ending in August. Adrian will be teaching FOODSAFE Level 1 to the Creating Opportunities 
participants on April 18th, pending weather and access to the Garden Patch, with Laura serving as back-up. 



EMMA CHEN 
Community Volunteer Income Tax Program Coordinator

The first three weeks of the tax clinic went by so 
fast! It was smooth and crazy. Thanks to our amazing 
volunteers, we had enough tax filing tables for the 
busy traffic in the clinic. Shelley’s very good at taking 
in the community members. She has a whole system 
going on which is effective and efficient. Also, she 
creates harmonious and comfortable atmosphere 
while talking with the community members.Her 
positive attitude makes a great impact on the waiting 
crowd and really eased the tension.

The setting up and taking down (with the 10 huge 
new carpets) every other day is a PAIN! However, the 
volunteers were so helpful and not a single person 
complaint. Sometimes, the community members 
stood up and helped with moving stuff. That was truly 
awesome. I can see how people appreciated our work 

more when they could be part of the efforts.
The children’s area is a major help. Kids were 
engaged while waiting and when their parents were 
doing taxes. It reduced the pressure of the site and 
volunteers were able to focus on their work without 
distressed. Read Saskatoon’s RESP information 
table was successful. I set the table right next to the 
kid’s area and Shelley informed the parents during 
registration. Every Monday and Wednesday afternoon, 
parents came to Diane and asked about the RESP 
information.

A lot had been going on during the first three weeks. 
We had a few bumps at the beginning but we 
managed to pull through as a team. It was learning 
and working process. We evolved and improved every 
time we fix a problem!

We had 41 volunteers and 902.6 working hours in 17 days!
We filed 2238 returns and brought back $9,112,019.62.

The next offering open to the general community is May 10th. The initiative to offer FOODSAFE Level 1 has 
been very popular among community members, and we will continue to offer it approximately once every two 
months. 

We are moving closer to YXE Connects 2019, held this year on Monday, May 6th. As usual, the SFBLC will be 
represented at the event by Garden Patch staff and hopefully another staff that can speak more broadly to 
our general programming. The Event Coordinator, Anh, is still recruiting volunteers, and if you would like to 
participate please speak to your department head. 

BIG 
NUMBERS!



CHANTELLE TUTKA 
Clothing Depot Manager

SHELDON DIMOND
Client Services Manager

March came in like a lion and left like a lamb. The beautiful weather is a delightful change and has brightened 
everyone’s spirits. Happy spring!

We did it! We survived another Hunger Count! Client Services never would have been able to pull through 
without the help of our wonderful new Participants Amber and Michael! Thanks guys!

Client Services would also like to extend a very special thank you to those who signed up to help with the 
survey! Your time and efforts definitely made the Hunger Count process run smoother. You are all amazing! 

The Depot received many donations this month and with the nice weather they are quickly finding their new 
homes!  

We have been able to offer full bottles of dish soap and laundry soap to the community along with many sought 
after vitamins.

Easter is quickly approaching so we are saving any items that come to us that are Easter related and we’ll be 
looking into what we packed away last year.  We’re hoping to gather enough supplies to put together Easter 
baskets for the community.

The Depot partnered with the SPCA in an initiative to keep our community members pets warm and fed.  
Through this initiative we were able to offer full bags of dog and cat food, bundle many more cans together, and 
offer coats, sweaters, booties, and pet beds.

GARNET BAIRD
Warehouse Manager

Staff is busy with housekeeping and making improvements throughout the warehouse this month. Fire and 
alarm inspections were also done this month. 

We welcomed participants Shelby, Anthony, Majock and Moo to the Food Bank. So far they’re performance here 
has been top notch. Continuing with the Sigma Six project, we’ve moved on with new job descriptions: Jay with 
Anthony are Inventory Leads, Kevin with Majock Stock Runners, Kyle with Shelby Volunteer Leads, Roy with Moo 
in Custodial. Our Shipper/Receiver will be our Assistant Manager Brendan who is filling in driving truck so staff 
will be sharing those duties while Graham is away. We also did some minor changes with the scheduling of our 2 
trucks, making them more efficient.  

Two brand new miracles happened: 
Kevin’s daughter Jessica had a new baby 
girl named Hanna. 
Grandparents Lorri and Garnet have a 
new grandson Benjamin. Benjamin’s 
proud parents are Janae and Chris.



ADRIAN WERNER
Urban Agriculture Program Manager

This year the weather has been generous to us and 
we will be able to get a lot of critical start-up work 
done before the season really starts. I am particularly 
thankful that we were able to negotiate an April 
1st start date for our lease (in the past It has been 
May 1st). There have been some other exciting 
developments in March. Chris Korol, our Garden Patch 
Site Coordinator, and I were able to talk to a lot of 
people at Seedy Saturday and Gardenscape. Chris has 
also been busy working on a seed inventory, a United 
Way Day of Caring proposal to grow strawberries in 
one of our greenhouses, and getting ready to start 
seedlings in at the Forestry Farm greenhouse. We 
distributed the Garden Patch information cards with 
our hours and contact information to many people. 

We also finished our Garden Patch end of season 
report. This document highlights the successes of 
2018. If you are interested in receiving a copy please 
email me at Adrian.w@saskatoonfoodbank.org. 

In April we will be hiring for the Garden Patch 
Engagement Coordinator (position starts April 23rd) 
and the two Horticulture Assistants (Start May 15th). 
It will be very exciting to have all the coordinators 
in place by the end of the month so that we can 
really get the season started. I am very happy to 
announce that Hannah Gass will be back with us for 
the 2019 growing season. She has been the Education 
Coordinator at the Garden Patch since 2017 and I am 
happy to have her skill and knowledge to help guide us 
as we grow the Gardening 101 Certificate Program. 

April is the month of possibilities! 

“April is a promise that May is bound to keep” – Hal Borland



AMBER CLARE 
Creating Opportunities Program Manager

SHAUNA MORRISON
Communications & Event Coordinator

I feel like it wouldn’t be a typical Shauna-newsletter-submission if I didn’t mention how quickly time has been 
flying by! It’s hard to believe this is my last week at the Saskatoon Food Bank & Learning Centre... the time has 
flown by! It’s been a great couple of years and I am very excited to take this next step in my career. Thanks for 
all the jokes, stories, and laughs. I might not be staff anymore but I’ll be sure to continue supporting the SFBLC... 
look for my big blue bag on my doorstep for City Wide Food DRive on May 4.

I thought I would leave you with a few of my favourite moments from the past couple years:

No submission received.

The look on Laurie’s face when she thought the 
Finning cheque presentation was going to be on the 
diving board.

The great job Cara did on these 
“staff” eggs!

This face!

When the Hunter Brothers 
bolted from the downtown 
radio station to join us for a 
performance at Sobeys... only 
to find out they left their dad 
back at the station! 

When SUN surprised 
us with a dozen early 
morning volunteers!

Whatever is happening right here.

Creating the 
new signs 
for City Wide 
Food Drive my 
second day 
working here.

BALLOONS!

Reaching our $100,000 
goal for Hunger Action 
Month!

When my old colleagues 
from Tourism Saskatoon 
came to volunteer!

Receiving potato updates 
fro my new bestie, Jan 
(the Spud Farmer from 
Outlook).

Finding 
milk shake 
donation 
cartons after 
weeks of 
seaching!

And I will definitely miss all the puns... especially the food puns!
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OH&S CORNER

TRC COMMITTEE

SOCIAL UPDATE

The OH&S committee is continuing to develop 
and grow. A presentation will be held in April for 
the entire committee to learn more about the 
legislative and governmental policies regarding 
the responsibilities and role of OH&S committees 
in workplaces. The co-chairs, Laura and Brendan, 
have undergone more comprehensive training 
in recent months, which will be informing the 
content of this presentation.  

A Fire Inspector recently visited the SFBLC, and 
has made a number of recommendations. The 
warehouse has ably been making upgrades to the 
facilities per the recommendations, and will con-
tinue to do so in the coming weeks. The visit has 
reminded us the need for more regular fire drills, 
which will occur in the near future. 

Further details about the fire inspection and oth-
er OH&S inspection results will be shared moving 
forward. 

As usual, if you have any OH&S questions or 
concerns, please feel free to bring them to the 
attention of a director, the OH&S co-chairs, or a 
member of the committee. 

LETS CELEBRATE!
  

    

 

UPCOMING THEME DAYS:

April 5  - Wear Green Day! 
May 1  - Flower Day! 
May 9  - Board and Staff Dinner  

April 4-19: Loblaw’s Spring Campaign

April 7-13: National Volunteer Week

April 15-May 31: Feed the Hope (Catelli)

April 24: All Staff Meeting

May 1-31: Every Plate Full

May 4: City Wide Food Drive

May 6: YXE Connects

May 8: Northern Fireplace BBQ

June 20: Canadian Tire Golf Classic

September 26: Hunger Action Month Reception

UPCOMING EVENTS:

We’re celebrating a few birthdays!

April 13 HBD Candace Duzan!
April 23 HBD Shannon Hood Neifer!
April 25 HBD Brigette Carrier! 

We’re also celebrating a few 
anniversaries this month!

Happy five year anniversary, Brigette! 
 
Happy one year anniversary, Roy! 

No update submitted.


