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Message from the Staff
As we reflect on the year that has gone by, we know one 
thing is certain: a community, a province, and a country 
without hunger and poverty is possible.

To achieve this goal, a major shift is required. A shift in 
how food banks are perceived, and a shift in the systemic 
inequities that allow hunger and poverty to threaten the 
potential of our communities. By embracing the kind of 
grassroots activism that has served as a catalyst for change 
in communities across our country, we also recognize the 
importance of strong partnerships and strategic alliances 
that bring the full force of shared values to bear at the local, 
provincial, and federal levels.

At the Saskatoon Food Bank & Learning Centre, we believe 
that we create the communities we live in, and we are glad 
you do too. From the bottom of our hearts, we thank you 
for contributing your passion and resources to creating 
communities that can thrive, and we invite you to join us 
as we focus our intention on real life solutions and adopt 
a bold, big picture approach to some of the most pressing 
issues of our time.

Together we are shifting what is possible, and we thank 
you for your belief in what we do and for your support 
— a true reflection of the spirit, resilience, and values of 
Saskatchewan people.

VISION: Saskatoon Food Bank & 
Learning Centre embraces its role as 
innovative and collaborative leaders 
in building an engaged, inclusive, 
healthy and empowered community 
for all.

PURPOSE: To strengthen 
our community by providing 
nutritious food and creating 
learning opportunities. To work 
collaboratively to inspire an 
inclusive, poverty-free community.

VALUES: Respect. Innovation. 
Collaboration.  Compassion.



Message from the Board
A walk through the Saskatoon Food Bank & Learning Centre 
on any given day always revitalizes one’s spirit. Whether it is 
a cheerful greeting from reception, a wave from a warehouse 
staff member, a conversation with the Learning Centre folks, or 
smiles from the volunteers, there are many reminders that the 
SFBLC is a friendly, respectful, and forward-thinking place that 
welcomes everyone.

It is not always easy to maintain that atmosphere; these are 
challenging economic times. No one should have to make 
a choice between paying the power bill or buying food for 
themselves or their family, but this kind of impossible decision 
happens all the time. Because of that, understanding the root 
causes of poverty and food insecurity, as well as the long-
term solutions to those problems, is as important to the SFBLC 
as putting healthy food into the hands of our community 
members.

Long-term planning is also critical, and with innovation as a core 
value, the SFBLC continues to think and plan in progressive 
ways. The dedication and generosity of our donors continues to 
support all this good work, and we are sincerely thankful.

The Board of Directors is also ever thankful to the volunteers 
and the staff at SFBLC. They are a constant source of inspiration 
to create a better today, and an example of hope for a better 
tomorrow.
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You lift our spirits, drive change 
forward, and make a real difference in 
our community. Here are just a few of 
our favourite highlights from 2018.

OUR SUPPORTERS 
MAKE OUR WORK 

POSSIBLE. 

Hunger Awareness 
Month Reception
We were delighted to 
host our second annual 
warehouse reception to 
wrap up Hunger Action 
Month. This special event 
draws awareness to 
our cause, and shines a 
spotlight on the power 
of community.  We really 
enjoyed this opportunity to 
express our appreciation for 
many of our supporters and 
partners.

SaskMilk 
In partnership 
with Saputo, 
Saskatchewan’s 
largest dairy 
processor, SaskMilk 
provided 24,000 
litres of fresh milk 
to ensure that every 
child received an 
additional litre of 
milk at every visit 
all summer long. 

We thank our supporters including the producers who 
contributed to this initiative. We are proud of our partnership 
with SaskMilk, Saputo, and those who toil every day on 
Saskatchewan’s family farms. 

In 2018 the Milk for Children Program provided 97,612 litres 
of fresh milk to children 17 years and younger and pregnant 
and nursing mothers.



St. Joseph  
High School 
The staff and students at 
St. Joe’s have gone above 
and beyond each and every 
year to bring much needed 
nutrition to our community. 
This year, they collected a 

whopping 17,959 lbs. of nutritious food. We are so grateful 
for the pride they take in helping their community, and for 
their commitment, ongoing support, and passion! This year 
marks a total of over 80,000 lbs of food raised to date!

Saskatoon Blades  
Shoot Out for Charity 
Thank you Saskatoon Blades 
and Stantec for inviting us to 
be one of your charities of 
choice for this great event!

United Way Day of Caring
Thanks to United Way of Saskatoon & Area, BHP, and RBC 
our Client Services area was refreshed with a coat of paint 
and new benches and our Clothing Depot received brand 
new flooring that has completely changed the face of our 
retail space! 

I am a single mother of 3 and part of being a 
good parent is providing for them. I wouldn’t be 
a good mother if not for the food bank. The food 

bank has saved us from starving many times.  
Thanks so much for support and food.

H
IG

H
LIG

H
TS



When I first heard about the Food Bank 
and Learning Centre I thought it was 

only for desperate people until I took the 
training from them to get a job.  

It gave me a better look on life where 
I was mostly negative. Now I come to 
help out others by giving back to my 
community. Thanks for being there.

Artists Against Hunger 
The Artists Against Hunger Art Auction 
began 28 years ago as a way to give back 
to the community. We are proud to be 
chosen as the charity of choice by the AAH 
Committee. Thank you for your time, passion, 
and talent in creating such a memorable 
evening in support of our community.

Playwright in a Food Bank 
Yvette Nolan came and spent the day 
in our community resource room and 
asked our community to help her 
write a play. 

Weidner Cares Day 
Every year since 2015 this group of 60+ dedicated volunteers 
from Weidner Apartment Homes donates funds and spends 
the day volunteering in the Garden Patch.

Metallica  
Thank you Metallica for naming us as your 
charity of choice for your first ever All Within 
My Hands Day of Service.

Pianothon 
Now in its 
sixth year, this 
event is always 
a wonderful 
time and 
brings much 

needed food and funds into our building. A big 
thank you to Don Griffith, staff, and musicians at 
The Bassment for making this event possible year 
after year.



City Wide Food Drive 2018 
Thank you Saskatoon! This year you donated 59,660 lbs.  
of food. A big thank you to our friends at Rosenau 
Transport, Loraas, AFI, Federated Co-Op, Purolator, 
Rawlco Radio, Churches of Saskatoon, SIGA, CTV, RBC, 
the Saskatoon StarPhoenix, and our City Wide Food  
Drive Committee.

Golf Classic
The Canadian Tire Golf 
Classic has raised over 
$2,000,000 in the past 
sixteen years to support 
innovative learning 
programs and services 
such as literacy and 
employment courses,  
no-cost clinical counseling, 
cooking and nutrition 
classes, and urban 
agriculture initiatives.

My wife and I we are delighted to 
have you guys in our lives and made 
us feel not solitary as before. Thank 

you once again for wishing us a very 
successful life ahead with us with 
our son and I will commit myself 

and utilize any single opportunity 
offering to me from you.

H
IG

H
LIG

H
TS



CLIENT SERVICES
We understand how hard it can be to walk 
through the doors of a food bank. We also 
understand that many community members 
would never have imagined themselves in 
a position that forced them to rely on our 
services. On any given day, we welcome 
people who are doing their best to put 
food on the table while surviving difficult 
circumstances. 

In 2018 we distributed 83,207 
food baskets to individuals 
and families who had nowhere 
else to turn. 

CLOTHING DEPOT
Our little shop is a place where community members can gather. 
We enjoy welcoming people as they visit, have a laugh, and find the 
treasured and much needed items that make a house a home. We love 
to share in the important milestones celebrated by our community. At 
our Glam Grad event we provided dresses, shoes, suits, and accessories 
to high school graduates, and we even provided a seamstress on site to 
help with alterations. 

We take pride in providing practical support for all members of the 
family, and when we partnered with the SPCA to feed our community’s 
pets, one gentleman was able to not only pick up a large bag of dog 
food, he was also able to bring home a heated bed for his arthritic 
dog. When he told us, “If it wasn’t for the Clothing Depot, I would 
have to give my best friend away,” we were reminded of the power of 
community partnerships in the lives of those we serve. Thank you, SPCA, 
for making a difference in the lives of cherished pets and their families.   

Our Clothing Depot welcomed 38,819 visitors.227,361 
PEOPLE

83,207
HAMPERS

Milk is important to 
nutrition and included 
in much of what I make 
us…Having milk means 

our kids always have 
something to eat.



WAREHOUSE
Accessing grants from Food Banks Canada 
allows us to build our infrastructure. This year 
we were able to purchase a new stand up cooler 
with funds from Food Banks Canada’s capacity 
building grant. We also received a grant for an 
electric pallet jack, which reduces the physical 
strain on staff and allows us to move product 
more easily and efficiently. Thank you, Food 
Banks Canada! 

Our fleet vehicles logged nearly 50,000 km 
picking up food donations for distribution to 
our community. 

Food outgoing: 

1,869,094 POUNDS

Support to community based agencies: 

74,868 POUNDS

URBAN AGRICULTURE
 
With a focus on community engagement, education, and production, 
our Garden Patch provides a thriving urban oasis in the heart of 
our city. Community members, corporate groups, schools, and local 
agencies volunteer their time to tend our 1.5 acre garden, harvesting 
fresh produce for thousands of individuals and families during the 
summer months. Despite a short, dry growing season, 2018 was a 
record year for the Food Bank’s Garden Patch, with 21,720 pounds of 
produce harvested, an increase of more than 3,800 lbs from 2017.
 

2,285 visits by 1,493 PEOPLE  
(26 teams adopted 41 rows, 3,373 hours of volunteer time).

730 HOURS of education  
(31 free workshops, 47 school groups, 6 Gardening 101 graduates).

21,739 LBS. food grown  
(36 yards of compost; 59 varieties of fruit, veggies, and herbs).
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FOODFIT
In partnership with the Community Food 
Centers Canada and Medavie Health 
Foundation, FoodFit welcomes families who 
are interested in learning more about how 
to cook nutritious meals for their loved ones.  
Learning about nutritious food preparation 
on a tight budget with ingredients that 
are found in our emergency food baskets, 
participants cook, dine, and exercise together 
over the course of the 12-week program. 

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES
The Creating Opportunities Strategy provides individuals experiencing 
barriers to education and employment the chance to build their skills 
in a supportive environment. One option within the program is a four 
month classroom based learning experience focusing on literacy, 
numeracy, and computer skills for individuals who would like to further 
their education.

The program also offers a combination of applied and experiential 
learning to prepare participants for entering or re-entering the work 
force.  During this six month option, certifications and training include 
FOODSAFE, First Aid/CPR, Service Best, Serve It Right, Learner’s License, 
6&6 GDL Class, Forklift Certification, and SCOT/WHMIS.

Graduates have pursued their goals through enrolling in the University 
of Saskatchewan, First Nations University of Canada, SIIT, and 
Saskatchewan Polytechnic. Graduates have also found employment in 
construction and trades, retail, early childhood education, food services, 
social profit agencies, and as heavy duty equipment operators.

I have built up 
confidence because 
of this program and 
all the support from 
you guys. Thanks so 
much for believing 

in me.

I enjoy my time there as 
I get to spend time with 
people who are invested 

in the community and 
making it a better place.

That’s the first time I ever heard 
somebody tell me I am a leader. 



INCOME TAX 
PROGRAM
For over three decades, the Saskatoon 
Food Bank & Learning Centre has offered 
a free income tax preparation clinic for 
community members whose income falls 
below the poverty or moderate income line. 
The program plays a critical role in helping 
support basic living expenses and enhancing 
the local economy. The Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA) works in collaboration with the 
organization and its volunteers, who offer tax 
preparation services to help people in their 
communities free of charge. 

Over 7,691 people served 

$19,700,193 returned to the pockets 
of low income community members

47 volunteers 

2,320 Volunteer Hours

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
 
Our Volunteers are the very the heart of our organization. We 
are grateful for the many dedicated hours that students, seniors, 
community members, corporations, small businesses, and the faith 
community donate to get the job done every day. Our volunteers 
range in age from 5 years old to 80+ and we could not do what we 
do without their dedication. When we think of a way to describe 
what our volunteers do, it really is “love in action”. Thank you 
volunteers! We love you right back. 

2018 VOLUNTEER HOURS 
Warehouse/Special Events: 16,574
Clothing Depot: 735
Garden Patch: 3,373
Income Tax Program: 2,320 Volunteers
Month with highest number of volunteer hours: 

November 1,837 hours

The experience leaves me feeling 
inspired to do more.
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NUTRIEN
For the past nine years, Nutrien has 
stepped up to demonstrate their 
deep commitment to food security 
right here at home through a 
matching campaign. This holiday 
campaign occurs every year during our major 
fundraising season and matches every dollar donated to food banks in 
Saskatchewan, dollar for dollar, up to $500,000. 

Knowing that every dollar donated is matched by Nutrien inspires donors 
to give generously, and helps food banks increase their annual fundraising 
potential. 

At the SFBLC, we not only operate the largest food bank in the province, 
we also act as the executive for Food Banks of Saskatchewan, so we see 
firsthand the impact this support has in communities large and small. From 
major improvements in infrastructure and transportation, to providing a 
higher quality of nutritious food, enhanced programming, and stabilizing 
day to day operations, Nutrien’s commitment to Saskatchewan’s urban and 
rural communities has altered what is possible in our industry.
   
Nutrien, you are a game changer.



That woman, the other volunteer 
lady — Josie I think her name is? She 

saw me crying in the sorting area 
and she came over and gave me a 

good hug. My Kookum passed back 
home and she gave me love that felt 

like my Kookum’s.

I never felt 
support like I 

have here before 
in my life.
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CANPOTEX
We first got to know Canpotex when they kicked off their initial support with a food 
drive, which yielded over 6,000 lbs of nutritious, non-perishable food; the largest 
donation the SFBLC has received from a first time, single donor group. Since that 
time, our relationship has grown into a very special partnership. We are humbled 
and inspired by Canpotex’s continuing commitment to our organization. 

The level of drive and dedication employees have shown, from hosting clothing 
and formula drives, assisting with Hunger Action Month as tour ambassadors, 
and serving on our Board of Directors, creates a powerful example of what can be 
achieved when goals, passion, and values align. 

Canpotex is also a champion of the Milk for Children Program at the Saskatoon Food 
Bank & Learning Centre. As a Premiere Sponsor, they have committed to donating 
$50,000 each year for three years towards this program.

Their contributions don’t stop at donated items or money, as their CEO and 
employees come out to many SFBLC fundraising events. Canpotex spends countless 
hands-on hours in our warehouse, learning about what we do, seeing the need 
firsthand, and volunteering to help provide emergency food hampers to community 
members.  

The volunteer contributions of Canpotex have also left a lasting impact. Not only do 
their many volunteer hours support the work we do, but the volunteers themselves 
report having been impacted by their experiences.

The milk program 
is a really big help 
to me and my kids. 
I really appreciate 

this program and am 
grateful.

It helps my three 
kids [be able to] 
drink more milk 

than I can afford. It’s 
a great program.

Making a difference 
in the lives of children 
and the families who 
love them.



I really enjoy the 
friendly staff. 
This is such an 

important place.

Between counselling and friendly staff 
this place was my second family, lots of 

wonderful programs and people.
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56% DONATIONS

10% FUNDRAISING

27% GRANTS

7% EARNED REVENUE

REVENUE
April 2018-March 2019

102011611 Saskatchewan Ltd.
3M Canada Company 

18 Wheels of Christmas
Acklands-Grainger 

Affinity Credit Union 
Ag Quest Inc. 

Agressive Drilling Ltd.
Al Anderson’s Source for Sports 

Alain & Cindi Gaucher
Alan Cruickshank

Alexander James Webster
Alison Hamilton

Al-Mouaiad Al-Azem
Amber Huck 
Anne Hedlin

Annette Calyniuk
Apollo Trucking Inc. 

Arthur & Janet Postle
Ashley Moskwa

ATCO Power
Axon Development Corporation 

Ayden Kitchen & Bar Inc
Bart Hunter
Bob Miller 

Borden United Church
Brian & Lois Cooke

Brian Chartier PH.D Consulting 
Brian Lachance

Brian Mallard & Associates 
Bruce & Karen Nieman

Bruce Thomas

Canadian Tire #133
Canadian Tire #286 
Canadian Tire #296

Canpotex
Cargill Limited

Carolyn Schur & Dave Fetsch 
Carrol Olfert

CFS (1996) Ltd
Cheryl Cho

Chicken Farmers of Saskatchewan
City Of Saskatoon

College of Dental Surgeons
Community Food Centres Canada

Community Initiatives Fund
Cornelis Konst 

CWL Clothing Depot Inc
Dan McDonald

Danny Lewis

Darren Gunn
Dave Deplaedt
David Calyniuk

Dawn Evers 
Days Paints Ltd

DCG Philanthropic Services Inc 
Denison Mines Corp

Denny’s Canada
Desjardins Financial Security Investments Inc

DLM Distributors

Donald Worme & Helen Semaganis
Doretha & John Kowalishin

Doug Inglis
Dr. Anjani Koneru
Dr. C.C. Humber

Edo Japan Restaurants 
Edward & Carole Lee 
Eecol Electric Corp. 
Eileen Woodham

Elly Konst-Van Der Veldt 
Emmanuel Baptist Church

Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Ernie Fast

Ernst & Young LLP
ESDC/Canada Summer Jobs 

Eugene Calyniuk
Evan Calyniuk 
Evan Shoforost 

Federated Cooperatives Limited
Fernand & Jennifer Boutin 

Food Banks Canada 
Food Banks of Saskatchewan

Fort Gary Industries
Fran Clarke

Francine Chad Smith
Gary Penner

Gene & Adele Dupuis 
Government of Saskatchewan/Ministry of 

Immigration and Career Training 
Grandwest Enterprises Inc.

Greg Morris
Hardpressed Print Studio
Harold & Brenda Derksen

Health Sciences Association of Saskatchewan 
Henry Remai

Ian Judd-Henrey
Investors Group Comedy Night

Islamic Association of Saskatchewan - Saskatoon
Canlan Ice Sports Jemini
IG Wealth Management

J. Paul Cairns 
Jancy Holdings 

Janet Montgomery
Jeff Montgomery

J & H Builders Warehouse
Joe Dand
Joe Vidal

Johannes Konst
John & Jennifer Wallace

John Howland
John Jamieson

John Remai
Jonathan Miller

Joseph Alfred Remai Fund
Joseph Paul Rousseau

Julianne Bradbury
Julius Calyniuk

Jump.ca Wireless Supply Corp
Kelly Ediger 

Kerry McNamara 
Kevin & Carla Colleaux 

Kevin Estey 
Kinsmen Club of Saskatoon 

KLM Ventures Ltd. 
KPMG 

Krishna Gali 
Leo Bourassa 
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EXPENSES
April 2018-March 2019

49% WAGES & BENEFITS

10% ADMIN

2% FUNDRAISING

22% PROGRAMS

3% ADVERTISING

8% FOOD PURCHASE

6% WAREHOUSE

Leslie & Irene Dube Foundation 
Lexton Lee 

Lighthouse Seafoods
Lisa Clark

Loblaws Inc. 
Lyle Minogue  

Mainway Motors Inc. 
Maple Leaf Consumer Foods                                                                                                                                

Mary McGregor                                                                                                                         
Maunders McNeil Foundation Inc.                                                                                                                                     

McClure United Church                                                                                                                           
McDougall Gauley LLP                                                                                                                             

McGee Farming                                                                                                                         
Medavie Health Foundation  

Meidl Honda 
    Melissa Bert-Vidal                                                                                                                                    

Melodi Kujawa                                                                                                                           
Michel Lepage                                                                                                                            

Mosaic Company                                                                                                                                      
MOTIF Marketing

Muttart Foundation                                                                                                                 
Neil Buechler                                                                                                                              

Neil McDonald                                                                                                                           
Nina Teece                                                                                                                                  

North Prairie Development                                                                                                                                   
Northern Quinoa Production Corporation                                                                                                                        

Novozymes                                                                                                                                 
NSC Minerals Inc                                                                                                                                      

Nutana Lions Project Club                                                                                                                                     
Nutrien                                                                                                                         

Oakwood Nissan                                                                                                                                      
Oneiro Designs                                                                                                                           
Original Joe’s                                                                                                                              

Pacific Avenue Dental                                                                                                                              
Parr Autobody                                                                                                                            

Patricia Beamish                                                                                                                                       
Paul Blain                                                                                                                                    

Peavey Industries Ltd.                                                                                                                             
Peter Kilty                                                                                                                                    

Phyllis G Paterson                                                                                                                                     
Pink Cadillac’s Malt Shop & Lounge                                                                                                                                    

PPC Professional Psychologists                                                                                                                            
Ranco Manufacturing                                                                                                                              

Rawlco Radio                                                                                                                             
RBC Foundation                                                                                                                         

Richard & Mary Baxter                                                                                                                            
Robert & Rita Mirwald                                                                                                                            

Robert Thomas                                                                                                                          
Robertson Stromberg Pedersen LLP                                                                                                                                   

Ron Mills                                                                                                                                     
Rona                                                                                                                              

Ronald Beechinor                                                                                                                                     
Rosenau Transport                                                                                                                                   

Rotary Club of Saskatoon North                                                                                                                          
Ryan Dove                                                                                                                                   

SaskTel                                                                                                                         
Saskatchewan Egg Producers                                                                                                                                 

Saskatchewan Pulse Crop Development Board                                                                                                  
Saskatchewan Rush                                                                                                                                 

Saskatchewan Workers’ Compensation Board                                                                                                 
Saskatoon Ahmadiyya Association - Center                                                                                                                     

Saskatoon Ahmadiyya Youth Association                                                                                                          
Saskatoon Blades Hockey Club                                                                                                                             

Saskatoon Community Foundation                                                                                                                                    
Saskatoon Co-operatives Association                                                                                                                               

Saskatoon Motor Products                                                                                                                                   
Saskatoon Nephrology Group                                                                                                                              

Saskatoon Paramedic Association 
Saskatoon Twin Charities Inc.                                                                                                                               

Saskatoon Wildlife Federation
SaskMilk                                                                                                                                      

SaskTel Centre                                                                                                                           
Scott Banda                                                                                                                                

Sharon Wiens                                                                                                                             
Sharyle Fowler                                                                                                                           

SIGA                                                                                                                               
Sobeys/Safeway                                                                                                                                       

Springfield Farming Company                                                                                                                               
Star Egg                                                                                                                                       

St. Martin’s United Church                                                                                                                                    
Steelworkers Humanity Fund                                                                                                                                

Stephen Miller                                                                                                                            
Steve Laurion

Steven James Allen                                                                                                                                   
Sun-Rype Products                                                                                                                                   

Sylvia Hinz                                                                                                                                   
TCRC Div. 847/115                                                                                                                                   

TD Friends of the Environment Foundation                                                                                                                      
The Brownlee Family Foundation                                                                                                                                      

The Connor, Clark & Lunn Foundation                                                                                                                
The Estate of Lynn Sterling McLean                                                                                                                                   

The Redeemed Christian Church                                                                                                                          
The Stephen & Michelene Worobetz Foundation                                                                                             

The Strawberry Ranch                                                                                                                             
TJ Food Corp                                                                                                                              

Todd Rosenberg & Elizabeth Clelland                                                                                                                                
Tom & Nancy Grummett                                                                                                                                       

Trail Appliances Ltd.                                                                                                                                 
Turner Transport Ltd                                                                                                                                

Unifor Local 649                                                                                                                                       
Unifor Social Justice Fund                                                                                                                                      

Unitarian Congregation of Saskatoon                                                                                                                               
United Nations Association of Canada                                                                                                               

University of Saskatchewan                                                                                                                                  
Uranium City Contracting                                                                                                                                     

Ursulines of St. Angela’s Convent                                                                                                                                       
Vaughan Metropolitan Centre                                                                                                                              

Victory Majors Investments Corp                                                                                                                                       
Walmart Canada                                                                                                                                      

Walter Mah                                                                                                                                
Wayne E. Olson                                                                                                                         

Weidner Apartment Homes                                                                                                                                  
Which Came First Egg Farm - Terry Wiebe                                                                                                                        

William & Dorothy Perehudoff                                                                                                                             
William Dust
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TRUTH & RECONCILIATION
At the SFBLC, we are working together to learn, 
reflect, and grow in our understanding of the 
history and relationship between settlers and 
Indigenous Peoples in our community, province, 
and country.  

Our response to the Calls To Action includes 
a resolve to share our organization’s time, 
resources, and platform to acknowledge the past, 
and walk together toward a future that is safe, 
respectful, and equitable for all.    

Our actions are based upon recommendations 
included in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, and the 94 Calls To Action of 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

We have described for 
you a mountain. We have 
shown you the path to the 

top. We call upon you to do 
the climbing.

Justice Murray Sinclair



Farewell to our friend and Board member ...

FAREW
ELL

In the TRC, Justice Murray Sinclair 
says First Nations people must 
ask themselves these 4 questions: 
Where am I from? Where am I 
going? Who am I? What is my 
purpose?

These last two, “Who am I and What 
is my purpose?” were particularly 
important to Chief, I think. His 
name, Leading Eagle Man, was a 
critical part of his identity, and who 
he was as an Indigenous man, and 
it helped him reconcile the first 
question of where he was from. 
 
And as far as his purpose, I’m 
certain Chief would connect to 
what Indigenous author Tanya 
Talaga said, that family is beyond 
the nuclear group under one 
roof, and extends to kinships 
and communities, and I know 

he felt deeply connected to the 
community here at the SFBLC. It is 
a part of who he was and I know 
he considered his life’s purpose to 
help, and to make a difference. He 
made constant reminders at this 
table to ask us to remember the 
Indigenous people, and he made 
that same point every time we met, 
whether at the mall, the library, over 
coffee, or if we’d just bump into 
each other on the street. He was 
insistent. He would say, “Remember 
the Indigenous people. Consider 
the hungry kids. What about the 
red dress to symbolize our care of 
the issue of missing, murdered, and 
harmed Indigenous women? We 
should have an Elder. Don’t forget 
the Veterans. Remember the ones 
with disabilities, and the LGBTQ 
people.” And more.

Chief, thank you for the little gifts, 
from the several dozen ribbons for 
MMHIW for all the youngsters at 
Girls Rock Camp to the mini dream 
catchers. Thank you for the jokes, 
the handshakes, the shared Pepsi, 
for pointing out when we made 
mistakes, for reminding us about 
things we had not really forgotten, 
for driving us bonkers, and for 
making us laugh.” 

Heather Kuttai, Board Member, 
SFBLC

In October, 2018 we bid a final farewell 
to long-time Board Member Leading 
Eagle Man, known to many as ‘Chief’. 
He will be dearly missed by us at the 
SFBLC and by the community he has 
tirelessly worked to support.



202 Avenue C South
Saskatoon, SK  S7M 1N2
Phone: 306.664.6565
Fax: 306.664.6563
office@saskatoonfoodbank.org

Connect with us on Social Media

www.saskatoonfoodbank.org


